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HSTR 451 / SLST 410 / HSTR 519 

The Soviet Union in WWII 
Dr. Serhy Yekelchyk 

University of Victoria 

 

Winter Term 2017–18, Fall Semester (Sep–Dec 2017) 

Wednesdays 2:30–5:20 p.m. in Clearihue B315 

Office: Clearihue D245; office hours: Thursdays 9.00–9.50 a.m. and by appointment 

Telephone (250) 721-7505; e-mail: serhy@uvic.ca 

 

Historians of the Eastern Front were late in turning their attention to the everyday experiences of war 

and occupation, but when they finally did so, a new and much more accentuated picture began 

emerging. In this seminar we will focus on Nazi policy in the East and Soviet society’s response to the 

war. While paying due attention to the major military engagements on the Eastern Front, we will 

highlight recent debates about larger issues, such as the morale of the Red Army, the Nazis’ treatment of 

Soviet POWs, Eastern Europe’s experience of “double occupation,” the “Holocaust by bullets,” the role 

of Western aid through the Lend-Lease program, and the Soviet use of mass rape as a weapon, among 

others. 

This is a senior seminar, which is devised for students with some background in Russian or 

twentieth-century European history. This course aims to assist students in developing their analytical, 

writing, and discussion skills, while at the same time providing them with an opportunity to study in 

depth the military and social developments on the Eastern Front in World War II. Instructor-led 

discussions and student presentations will be the principal class format, but we will also watch and 

discuss some film clips. In addition to contributing regularly to our discussions, you will be expected to 

make a fifteen-minute presentation in class (structured as a talk rather than the reading of a prepared 

text) on a topic related to the week’s subject. I will explain the procedure and circulate the sign-up sheet 

during our second meeting. Other than the two book ordered through the bookstore, all required readings 

will be either articles from electronic journals accessible through UVic Library or posted on Course 

Spaces. The amount of readings per week will normally be between 50 and 60 pages. All written 

assignments submitted late will be subject to a late punishment—seven percent of the assignment mark 

for the first day and five percent for the subsequent ones. 

 

TEXTBOOKS (available at the bookstore): 

Catherine Merridale, Ivan’s War (required; $19.75); 

Richard Overy, Russia’s War (recommended; $23.75 or $17.75 used). 

 

Marking Scheme: 

Participation          12% 

Presentation          10% 

Quiz I (4 Oct)          20% 

Quiz II (1 Nov)         20% 

Quiz III (29 Nov)         14% 

Essay on one of the two set topics TBA (7-8 pages, due via email on 22 Nov) 24% 
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A+ 90-100 B- 70-72 

A 85-89 C+ 65-69 

A- 80-84 C 60-64 

B+ 77-79 D 50-59 

B 73-76 F 0-49 

 

To familiarize yourself with UVic’s grading guidelines, please consult the University Calendar. 

 

C A L E N D A R 

 

6 Sept:  Introduction to the Course. 

 

13 Sept: WWII in the East: Recent Historiographical Trends. 
Readings: Merridale, Ivan’s War, 1-22; Martijn Lak, “Contemporary Historiography on the Eastern Front 

in World War II,” Journal of Slavic Military Studies, 28, no. 3 (2015): 567-587; Howard D. Grier, “The 

Eastern Front in World War II,” European History Quarterly 44, no. 1 (2014): 103–112; Michael David-

Fox, “The People’s War: Ordinary People and Regime Strategies in a World of Extremes,” Slavic Review 

75, no. 3 (2016): 551-59; Mark Mazower, “Timothy Snyder’s Bloodlands,” Contemporary European 

History 21, no. 2 (2012): 117–123. 

 

20 Sept. When and Where the War Started. 
Readings:Klaus Schmider, “No Quiet on the Eastern Front: The Suvorov Debate in the 1990s,” Journal of 

Slavic Military Studies 10, no. 2 (1997): 181-94; Igor Lukes, “Stalin and Czechoslovakia in 1938-39: An 

Autopsy of a Myth,” Diplomacy & Statecraft 10, nos. 2-3 (1999): 13-47; Christoph Mick, Lemberg, Lvov, 

Lviv. 1914-1947, pp. 259-87; Stalin, “Report on the Work of the Central Committee to the Eighteenth Party 

Congress” (excerpt online). 

 

27 Sept. The Reasons of Early Soviet Defeats. 
  Readings TBA. 

 

4 Oct. QUIZ I (at the start of the class). The German Occupation Policies. The Treatment of 

Soviet POWs and Civilians. 

 

11 Oct. The Holocaust by Bullets. 

 

18 Oct. The Tide Turns: The Military Operations in the East during 1942 and 1943. 

 

25 Oct. In the Name of the Nation: Soviet Partisans and Nationalist Guerrillas. The Ethnic 

Cleansing in Volhynia. 

 

1 Nov. QUIZ II (at the start of the class). The Returning Soviets and Those Who Stayed under 

the Nazis. Displaced Persons. The Issue of the Soviet Western Border. 

 

8 Nov. The Endgame: When the Russians Came West. Mass Rape as a Weapon. 

 

15 Nov. NO CLASS (Reading Break) 
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22 Nov. The European Landscape after the Tempest. Dislocation and the Erasure of Ethnic 

Diversity. Making Eastern Europe Soviet. PAPERS DUE BY MIDNIGHT (via email). 

 

29 Nov. QUIZ III (at the start of the class). Conclusions and an Overview. 

 

 
Accessibility Statement: Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course. In particular, if you 

have a disability/health consideration that may require accommodation, please feel free to approach me and/or the Resource 

Centre for Students with a Disability (RCSD) as soon as possible. RCSD staff members are available by appointment to 

assess specific needs, provide referrals, and arrange appropriate accommodations. The sooner you let us know your needs the 

quicker we can assist you in achieving your learning goals in this course. 
 

Concessions and Documentation: Students may ask for an academic concession, such as the rescheduling of a quiz or test 

or an extension for an assignment, contingent upon the provision of proper documentation detailing a personal or medical 

affliction or time conflict. Proper documentation means a physician’s note or a memo from Counseling Services, or a memo 

from a coach, employer, or faculty member. It must be dated before or close to the time of the missed work or classes. 
 

Withdrawals and Deferrals: Students who miss substantial amounts of class and assignments without documentation will 

be asked to withdraw, or they will receive an ‘N’ at the end of the semester. Even if the reasons for failing to meet course 

requirements are valid, it is not academically sound to allow students missing significant amounts of work to continue in the 

course. Students are to familiarize themselves with the withdrawal dates in the current academic calendar. 
 

A Note on Academic Integrity and Plagiarism: Actions such as plagiarism, multiple submissions, falsifying materials used 

in academic evaluations, cheating, or helping others to cheat violate University policies on academic integrity and are 

considered serious offences. You must inform yourself about the university regulations (see UVic Policy on Academic 

Integrity). 
 

Classroom Conduct: Since the quality of the learning environment is paramount, every student has the right to learn, and 

your instructor has the duty to perform his or her teaching duties in a cooperative, distraction-free, and effective manner. 

Activities that could disrupt the learning environment for you and your instructor would include the non-academic use of 

electronic devices. Students are expected to turn off their cell phones, PDAs, and mp3 players during class. 
 

Add/Drop Deadlines: It is the student’s responsibility to abide by ADD/DROP dates as published in the Calendar and the 

Undergraduate Registration Guide and Timetable. You will not be dropped automatically from a class that you do not attend. 
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